 World History     Mrs. Gardner

Developing your research question
Assignment:   Carefully choose a research topic for your course term paper from the attached list of approved topics. Alternative topics may not be used unless approved prior to September 3rd .    You should follow the suggested format, and provide sub questions for your topic.  Term Paper topics and sub questions are do on an 3 ½ X5 note card on Thursday September 10th.   This assignment will count 100 points toward your first quarter research grade.
HOW DO I .... form a  research question?

When researchers set out to investigate, they begin by determining what they would like to find out. When you research you will need to decide what will be:

1. the focus question 

2. the sub questions 

3. the hypothesis or thesis statement
The Focus Question  is the main subject, theme or topic of your research.
· It must be specific 

· It needs to be limited by time 

· It needs to be limited by place 

All this means you need to have some background knowledge, or have read generally about your research theme first before deciding on a focus question.  A good place to start might be the internet.

EXAMPLE
DROUGHTS Not a good focus question - too broad
DROUGHTS IN AUSTRALIA Improving, but still too wide a theme to research

DROUGHTS IN SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND A more limited title. Workable, but could be improved.
THE 1993 DROUGHT IN SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND Title is quite specific. It will make research a lot easier as it narrows down the field by both time and place. It could in fact be made more specific by relating it to a particular group - eg. farmers, grazers, investors, etc.
Sub questions often vary according to the major theme. Here are some examples of very generalized sub questions which you could find useful to begin with.
Handy words to start sub questions are: 

WHO … WHERE…. WHY… HOW… WHEN…. WHAT…   TO WHAT EXTENT
EXAMPLE QUESTIONS
WHO was involved/started this/was the cause of this?
WHAT were the changes/ problems /effects/ results?
WHAT were the short term/long term causes?
WHAT were the main events?
WHAT were the main/ some of the significant reasons for this?
HOW was this caused/did people organize themselves/rule/make laws/did this change take place/ did this affect other groups?
HOW do these people live/work/obtain food/did this change happen/event come about?
WHEN did this begin/take place/end?
WHY did this happen/people do this/change occur?
TO WHAT EXTENT was this a success/a failure/have an impact on people/government/economy/social structure/lifestyle/industry or other things?
HOW successful/effective/useful/important/significant was all this ?

Deadline Dates for Course Term Paper

September 10      Topic  and sub questions due on 3X5 notecard
October 14          Annotated 7 source bibliography cards 
December 10      70 research cards
February 25         Rough Draft Peer Review

April 29               Final Draft Due

