
Modern Language Association (MLA) Citation Style 
 
The English Department in cooperation with the Media Center has adopted the MLA style of 
citing sources.  This style is used to quote resources used for student research papers.  Students 
may obtain a copy of MLA examples in the LMC.  Examples may also be found on the Library 
web site.  All periods, commas, colons, indentations, etc. are correctly placed in these examples. 
 
 

• Books by one or more authors: 
 
Mayle, Peter.  A Dog’s Life.  New York:  Knopf,  1995. 
 
Smith, Richard J., and Mark Gibbs.  Navigating the Internet.  Indianapolis:  Sams,  1994. 
 
Cameron, Deborah, et al.  Researching Language:  Issues of Power and Method.  London:  

Routledge,  1992. 
 
 

• Two or more books by the same author(s) 
 
Waller, R. J.  The Bridges of Madison County.  New York:  Warner,  1992. 
---.  Old songs in a New Café.  New York:  Warner,  1994. 
---.  Slow Waltz in Cedar Bend.  New York:  Warner,  1993. 
 Arrange an author’s multiple entries alphabetically by title. 
 
 

• Book by group or corporate author 
 
Environmental Defense Fund.  Recycling and Incineration: Evaluating the Choice.  Washington:  

Island,  1990. 
 
American Psychological Association.  Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association.  4th Ed.  Washington:  APA, 1994. 
 
 

• Work in several volumes or parts 
(When using more than one volume of a multi-volume work, after the title give the total number 
of volumes.) 
 
Rand, Enid.  Virology.  5 vols.  Philadelphia:  Lippincott, 1979. 
 
(When using only one volume from a set, give the number of the volume you used.) 
Rand, Enid.  Virology.  Vol. 2.  Philadelphia:  Lippincott,  1979. 
 
 



• Book with no author named 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style.  14th ed.  Chicago:  U of Chicago  P, 1993. 
 
 

• Signed article in a reference book 
 
Sax, Joseph L.  “Environmental Law.”  The Encyclopedia Americana.  1994 ed. 
 
 

• Unsigned article in a reference book 
 
“Russia.”  Encyclopedia Britannica.  1994 ed. 
 
 

• Book in a series 
 
Rothman, Hal.  On Rims and Ridges: The Los Alamos Area since 1880.  Twentieth-Century 

American West.  Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1992. 
 
 

• Government Publications 
For most government publications, use the name of the government as the first information unit 
(such as United States).  If no author is named, give the name of the branch of government or the 
government agency (such as Dept. of State of Cong. House). 
 
United States. Dept. of the Interior. Minerals Management Service.  Minerals Revenues, 1992: 

Report on Receipts from Federal and Indian Leases.  Washington: GPO, 1993. 
 
United States. Dept. of Commerce.  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

COSPAS-SARSAT Search and Rescue Satellite System.  Washington:  GPO, 1988. 
 
United States. Dept. of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Consumer Expenditure Survey, 1990-

91  (Bulletin 2425). Washington: BPO, 1993. 
 
 
 

• Congressional Record  
Just give the abbreviation Cong. Rec., the date, and page numbers. 
 
Cong. Rec. 26 Nov. 1993: 3050-51. 
 
 
 
 



• Magazine article with an author 
 

Taylor III, Alex. “Detroit Buffs Up.”  Fortune, 2/9/2004, Vol. 149 Issue 3, p90, 5p. 
 
 

• Magazine article without an author 
 
“Deciphering Cars.”  Technology Review, Feb2004, Vol. 107 Issue 1, p80, 1p 
 
 

• Signed article from a daily newspaper 
 
Steinberg, Jacques. “Love, Peace, Money, Lawsuits.” New York Times 12 May 1995: Bl. 
 
 

• Unsigned article from a daily newspaper 
 
“Gene Is shown to Block the Spread of Prostate Cancer in Mice.”  New York Times 12 May 

1995:  A17. 
 
 

• Online: Article from a Newspaper with a print version 
 
Johnson, Dirk. “For Many Americans, Nothing but Blue Skies.”  New York Times 14 Jan. 1998.  

New York Times on America Online.  America Online. 14 Dec. 1998. 
 
 

• Online: Web Site 
 
Vogin, Gary D., ed. “New Test Helps Predict Heart Disease Risk” 2004 WebMD Health. 12 June 

2003  <http://my.webmd.com/content/article/81/96995.htm>. 
 
 

• Online: Article from a Magazine with a print version 
 
“Homeowners Insurance.” Consumer Reports Oct. 1993: n. pag. Online. EBSCOhost. 5 Feb. 

1995. 
 
 

• Online: material with no print version 
 
“Athenian-Spartan Rivalry.” Academic American Encyclopedia. Online. CompuServe. 3 Feb. 

1995. 
 
 
 



• Online: Article from a newspaper on the Web with no print version 
 
(The Scientist is an online newspaper with no print version.  The volume, issue, and page number 
– 9,24, and 14- were at the end of the article. 
 
Lewis, Ricki. “Chronobiology Researchers Say Their Field’s Time Has Come.” Scientist

9.24 (1995: 14. 30 Dec. 1997 <http://www.the-
scientist.library.upenn.edu/yr1995/dec/chrono_951211.html>. 

 
 

• Online: Interview from a magazine on the Web with a print version 
 
Kincaid, Jamaica. Interview. “Jamaica Kincaid Hates Happy Endings.” By Marilyn Snell.      

Mother Jones. Sept.-Oct. 1997. 15 Jan. 1998 
<http://www.mojones.com/mother_jones/SO97/snell.html>.   
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